					Memorandum

To: Honorable William G. Batchelder and Honorable Vernon Sykes.
Co-Chair, Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission

From: Commissioner Richard B. Saphire, Chair, Bill of Rights and Voting Rights Committee

Re: Report of the September 12, 2013 Committee Meeting

Date: September 18, 2013

Gentlemen,

On September 12, 2013, the Bill of Rights and Voting Rights Committee met, a quorum being present.

The Committee first heard a presentation by Senior Policy Advisor Steven Steinglass, who provided a brief history of voting rights in Ohio as well as a review of Articles V and XVII of the Ohio Constitution. 

The Committee next heard a presentation by Rep. Alicia Reece, President of the Ohio Legislative Black Caucus. A major focus of Rep. Reece’s presentation was a proposal that the Committee consider, and that the Commission adopt, a Voters’ Bill of Rights to be added to the Ohio Constitution. Rep. Reece’s presentation was followed by a brief discussion. Rep. Reece indicated a desire to work with the Committee to further explore this proposal, and she was assured that the Committee would be in touch with her when it took up the subject of voting rights.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Due to time constraints, the Committee did not have the opportunity to take up the third item on its agenda – a proposed framework or “roadmap” for it future deliberations. This matter will be considered at the October meeting.
