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The Coordinating Committee, at the suggestion of the Chairs of the Subject Matter Committees, is preparing a recommended protocol to be given to the Subject Matter Committees as a guideline for advancing proposed amendments to the full Commission.  The protocol will cover both a timeline of necessary steps to be completed before a recommendation is brought forward and a format for presenting the recommendations.  The Coordinating Committee will seek input from the other Standing Committees before concluding this task.


The Coordinating Committee is strongly encouraging all Subject Matter Committees to begin addressing obsolete provisions in the Ohio Constitution and to prepare recommendations for their deletion or modernization.  Professor Steinglass has provided a working definition of “arguably obsolete” provisions that includes the following categories:
· Unconstitutional Provisions. These are provisions that are inconsistent with the United States Constitution, as determined by the federal courts or Ohio Supreme Court.  

· Offensive Language.  These are provisions that contain language that is offensive and not consistent with current usage. 
· Passage of Time.  These are provisions that have become obsolete by virtue of the passage of time or by the occurrence of some specified event.  
· Unnecessary Provisions.  These are provisions that have become obsolete because they have not been used and are not likely to be used because of changes in circumstances. 

The Coordinating Committee believes that it will be permissible to package related amendments deleting or modernizing obsolete provisions consistent with the single subject requirement. The Committee believes that packages of the related amendments should be brought forth to the full Commission as soon as a Subject Matter Committee believes its review of obsolete provisions within a single article or section of the Constitution is complete.  It will be up to the full Commission to decide the appropriate time for presenting such recommendations to the General Assembly.

The Coordinating Committee again recommends that a mechanism be implemented to memorialize the testimony presented to the Subject Matter Committees and committee deliberations so that the public and all Commission members have ready access to this important information.  This access is especially critical now that the committees are engaging in substantive discussions as well as hearing testimony from third parties.  The Commission previously voted to audio or video tape committee deliberations and that mechanism remains the preferred alternative.
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