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Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission
MEMORANDUM

To:

Speaker Batchelder & Senator Tavares, Co-Chairs
From:

Roger L. Beckett and Herb Asher
Date:

March 13, 2014
Re:
Report of the Joint Meeting of the Public Education and Information Standing Committee and the Liaison with Public Offices Standing Committee for 
March 13, 2014
Members Present: Representative Amstutz, Dr. Asher, Mr. Beckett, Representative Curtin, Senator Peterson, Mr. Readler, Professor Saphire, Senator Sawyer, Senator Skindell, and Governor Taft.
Topics Discussed: The Committees received a report from Mr. Beckett on the current and planned updates to the OCMC web site, a copy of which is attached. 

The Committees discussed an OCMC e-newsletter. The consensus was that the e-newsletters should discuss the recommendations being considered in the Subject-Matter Committees. It was also agreed that the messages should be short and refer readers to the Commission’s web site for additional information. Mr. Beckett will ask the help of the Co-Chairs’ staffs to create and distribute the newsletter.
The Committees discussed regional public input hearings. It was agreed that the hearings will not be held until the Commission’s staff is in place to assist with their coordination.

The Committees discussed the submission and distribution of Committee reports. To assist with the communications about the Commission’s work, the Committees agreed to recommend to the full Commission that these Committee reports be submitted to the Co-Chairs within one week of each meeting and that they be made publicly available as soon as possible. It was also agreed that we would work with the Co-Chairs’ staffs to note in the report template that the reports should include points of apparent consensus among Committee members.

The Committees discussed how Subject Matter Committees should provide public notice and information to the public about recommendations they are considering as well as recommendations they make to the full Commission. A sub-committee made up of Mr. Asher, Mr. Beckett, Representative Curtin, and Professor Saphire was formed to make a recommendation to the Committee on this topic at next month’s meeting. Dean Steinglass Coordinating Committee Chair Kathleen Trafford will also be asked to join in this discussion.

The Committees also discussed providing a section on the Commission web site to notify the public about speeches that will be made by Commission members about the Commission. This will be discussed with the Co-Chairs’ staffs.
Next Meeting: The Committees will next meet in a Joint Meeting on April 10, 2014. Agenda items will include:
· OCMC E-Newsletter

· Position Description for Director of Communications
· Communications from Subject Matter Committees Considering Specific Recommendations and Submitting Recommendations

OCMC Web Site Updates

March 13, 2014
Updates Currently in Progress with LIS:

· PDF of Open Letter from the Co-Chairs along with the page describing Subject-Matter Committees being added to homepage

· Latest Information section being added to homepage to inform Ohioans of future meetings, meeting topics, and other updates to content on the web site

· Committee pages being reorganized to more closely resemble House and Senate Committee pages:

· Place meeting materials closer to the top of each page,

· Organize meeting materials by meeting date,

· Include Committee member pictures along right side of page, and

· Move e-mail subscription information to the bottom of each page.

· Create a new content management system so Commission staff can directly post updates and attachments to the web site.

Next Phase of Updates:

· Fundamental re-design of the look of the web site to more closely resemble Senate and House member pages

· Video of Co-Chairs Introducing Commission

· Social Media links (contingent upon hiring of OCMC communications staff member)
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