Public Education and Information Standing Committee
Meeting Summary
August 8, 2013


On August 8, 2013, the  Public Education and Information Standing Committee met, a quorum being present

The Committee approved language for the Co-Chairs Public Service Announcement, which was presented before the full Commission later that day.

The Committee approved a change to section 5(e) of the Commission’s Interim Rules of Procedure and Conduct, which was approved by the full Commission, with amendment, later that day. The rule change clarified how Commission members may speak about the Commission’s work outside the Commission. The proposed change discourages Commission members from speaking about possible Commission recommendations but encourages members to openly discuss the Commission’s review and revision process and encourage input from the public.

The Chair reported on the video recording of full Commission meetings and Commission Committee meetings. In making our request that all Commission and Committee meetings be video recorded by OGT, we were unaware of the approval process required for such requests. Approval has been given for the video recording of full Commission meetings. The remaining issue is whether OGT can record Committee meetings chaired by non-legislative members. The Co-Chairs staffs continue to seek clarification and resolution to this issue.

The Committee discussed revisions to the Commission’s web site. The Chair submitted a series of changes to the Co-Chairs staffs that will put in place the phase one changes approved by the Committee in a previous meeting. The Committee approved the FAQ drafted by Ms. Eisaman. The Committee also agreed to ask Ms. Eisaman to work with LIS to begin a more fundamental redesign of the Commission’s web site after these phase one changes have been made.

The Committee approved a proposal from Representative Murray and Professor Saphire for obtaining thorough and comprehensive testimony for Commission recommendations. The policy is intended to encourage the subject matter committees to identify and seek input from all interested parties before making a recommendation to the full Commission. The approved policy was presented to the full Commission later that day. The Committee discussed whether more specific policies ought to be established by the Commission for the subject matter chairs or whether it ought to be left to the good discretion of the chairs to obtain thorough and comprehensive testimony on Commission recommendations.

The Committee approved the language for the Co-Chairs’ Open Letter to the Citizens of Ohio, which was presented to the full Commission later that day.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Committee began a discussion about the ongoing marketing and communications needs of the Commission. The Administration Committee has budgeted for a Communication Director. Before we more clearly define the marketing and communications needs of the Commission, it may be premature to hire a Communications Director. The Committee discussed the possible need for communications consultants or other support that may be more appropriate for the Commission’s needs. The Committee agreed to seek testimony from existing State PR officials and those involved in previous statewide amendment, initiative, or referendum campaigns to more clearly identify the Commission’s marketing and communications needs.

Respectfully Submitted,
Roger L Beckett, Chair
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