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Chairman Beckett called the meeting of the Public Education and Information Committee to order at 3:08 p.m.  He told the committee that Bevan Schneck, a communications staffer from Speaker Batchelder’s office would be assisting the commission in a communications capacity until the commission hired full-time staff.

A quorum of the committee was present, and the minutes from the previous meeting were approved without objection.
The committee was once again joined by members of the Liaison with Public Offices Committee, and the two committees heard from campaign professionals.
Brandon Lynaugh, from Strategic Public Partners, and Jonathan Varner, from JVA Campaigns, gave a presentation on campaign communications tools including direct mail, phones, TV, radio, print ads, digital communications, and others. Varner emphasized that even state-side communications would need to be creative enough to compete with others. Lynaugh said the commission’s next steps should include setting goals and metrics to evaluate them, contracting with a vendor, and monitoring the success of the campaign.

Chairman Beckett asked how the commission could use earned media. Lynaugh said the commission could utilize recognizable people such as legislators and write opinion editorials in community papers, with Varner emphasizing the importance of establishing credibility by matching the right messengers with the right audience. They also emphasized that the commission would be most successful if it unites different aspects of the community through an inclusive process.
	Roger Beckett – Chair

	Larry Macon – Vice Chair


With no further business, the committee adjourned at 3:50 p.m.
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